Mendham Recreation Committee Minutes: June 13, 2018

In attendance: Melissa Wojcik, Ed Sisson, Kevin Lanahan, Ned Panfile, Stan Witczak (councilman), Dave Sharkey (councilman) & Bruce DiBisceglie (dept chair). 
1. Communications
a. May 2018 Mendham Borough Recreation Committee (MBRC) meeting minutes were approved. Minutes and agendas posted to Mendham Borough website.
b. Communications:

i. Bruce, Allison (JMK) and Penny have been coordinating the FTF logistics. 
ii. Variety of inquires about Day camp registration. All have been answered.
iii. Bruce received field requests from Atlantic Health Systems & the Moore family and is trying to clearing the pre-allotted time with Little League. 
c. Meetings: 
i. Bruce & Stan attended the May 17 Borough Council Meeting:

1. Stan reported that the Food Truck Festival Coordinator (JMK Events) is asking for an increase in social media advertising.

2. Stan recommended the purchase of a new PA system.

3. Stan reported that the MBRC recommended planting memorial Cherry Blossom trees along the Borough Park perimeter. 
ii. Bruce & Stan attended the June 7 Borough Council Meeting:
1. Stan reported that all systems are a go for the Food Truck Festival.
2. Stan reported that the Day Camp registration is down from last year and that the number of counselors requesting work has increased.

3. Dave Sharkey welcomed the idea of new trees, but recommended White Oaks instead of Cherry Blossoms.

4. Dave Sharkey was not in favor of the WMSC proposal to resurface the tennis courts near the fire house with turf for multi-use.
2. Food Truck Festival: 

a. Bruce will ask Chief Camoia to promote the FTF with lighted road signs.
b. Bruce sent an eBlast to 475 Mendham Borough emails to promote the event.
3. Day Camp Updates: 

a. Bruce reported that the mandatory training on June 3rd was a success and well attended by 81 staff members.

b. It was also noted by the MBRC that the decrease in enrollment is a reflection of the decrease in enrollment in the Mendham school system. 

c. Bruce has purchased a feather banner alerting families of inclement weather for the Day Camp.

4. Field Updates: 

a. Tennis Courts 

i. Dave Sharkey voice his concerns that there were not enough tennis courts for adults.

ii. Ed stated that there are four tennis courts in the Commons that are turf.

iii. Ned had reported that there are six tennis courts at the high school

iv. Bruce noted that there are six tennis courts at the Mendham Health and Racquet Club that are lit and indoors for year-round use. 

v. Dave said that playing on turf would be acceptable.

vi. Bruce will inquire with WMSC if lining the soccer field for tennis with removable poles and nets would be feasible.

b. Field Naming

i. Nancy Rodrigues emailed to recommend a specific family (name withheld for confidentiality). The committee felt that we should adhere to the “100-year rule” as not to offend anyone. It was noted that if we waive the “100-year rule” there would be several families that could be considered and that would offend someone.
ii. The committee decided that the upper ball field would be named E.E. Elliott Field and the lower field behind the Carriage House would be Lenape Field. 
5. Prior Business: 

a. Food Truck Festival
i. It was confirmed that Little League will hold a Championship game during on the FTF on the upper ballfield (aka: Elliott Field).
ii. There was an issue that an organization (Catherine Violet Hubbard’s “Cups of Kindness”) had advertised in the Mendham Patch that they were hosting a Lemonade Stand at the FTF. This vendor was not approved by Recreation nor were they approved by JMK Events. Bruce will get to the bottom of this.
6. New Business:   
a. Ned recommended that in lieu of memorial trees along the park, that we establish a “Walk of Fame” of plaques along the concrete sidewalks along Park Ave. The MBRC was in favor of pursuing this idea over memorial trees. 
b. Bruce has purchased feather banners for concert and movie promotions along with an 8’x3’ banner promoting all movies and concerts. These are to replace the old sandwich boards that have fallen apart. 
Next Meeting: 7:30pm, WEDNESDAY, July 11, 2018 at the Phoenix House
